2017 End of Year Re-Cap and
2018 Thailand Snakes Outlook

The last day of 2017 is here already, and I thought it would
be appropriate to do an end of year re-cap of some of what
went on.
Once again the year was FILLED with snakes.
herped more than in 2017, mainly due to one
determinism to get me out there every night
going. Thanks Alex Gillard – you, and Vince Vega
the best ever in a number of ways!
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Though I didn’t get to see a couple of my favorite people in
2017, I did meet a lot of new friends who enjoy herping for
snakes and other wildlife, and that will set the stage for an
amazing 2018 coming up.
So, in 2017 I caught more snakes, and saw more snakes caught,
than in any other year ever. Probably in any two years put
together. It was really a ridiculously good year. Finally in
December, the cool and dry winds came and cooled off the
action considerably, but that didn’t stop me from finding a
king cobra in early December! That made it 4 king cobras for
2017. I don’t have to tell you, if I didn’t see anything else

the entire year, that alone would make for a very good year.
As it was, Alex found two of them, and I found one in February
in nearly the same spot Tom Charlton and I found his first
exactly a year before. Different snakes entirely. I couldn’t
get to that one before it ducked down into holes in some big
rocks, but I estimated it at 3-4 m. Alex caught a couple of
juveniles – one just weeks old – and one a couple of months
old. The one I found in December was a year plus. All of them
SO beautiful – my favorite snake by far.
In 2017, I made an effort to look more closely for wildlife
other than snakes. I’ve been in the same area for ten years
and I’ve pretty much seen what I’m going to see in the way of
snakes. There are plenty of other opportunities to see other
wildlife here that I haven’t been paying attention to. As a
result, I found more lizards, frogs, toads, insects, and
mammals than ever before – and I have a newfound appreciation
for bugs and spiders especially. I still won’t hold a spider,
but I do like to look at them!
In 2017 I didn’t take as many people out on field-trips as I
have in previous years. I have got a lot to do with my online
projects, and that is cutting into my herping time. So, when I
do have a free night, I prefer to go by myself or with one of
my buddies who are here at the time instead of take strangers
out which I may, or may not, enjoy. I’ve also found it less
fun each year, trying to keep people safe from a Malayan Pit
Viper bite. Hasn’t happened yet, but man, the probability of
it happening eventually keeps eating at me!
So, as 2017 comes to a close, I’m really looking forward to
2018. I anticipate it will be better in many respects than
2017. I’ll see a lot of the same people this coming year, many
people return after their first trip, and I’ll hopefully see
some people who weren’t able to make it in 2017.
We may or may not have a 2018 SnakeStalk event, I’m still
considering it. I’ll announce it in email, on the

Facebook.com/thailandsnakes group, and on this website – so
keep watching for it if you’re interested.
Thanks to everyone who visited and made the year special. Come
back in 2018 and let’s do it again!
Cheers,
Vern

